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AMENDMENTS TQ THE CLAIMS 

(currently amended) A method for breakmg a machine component having a bearing eye 
into two bearing shells along a breaking plane, each bearing shell comprising one half of 
the beanng eye, ihe breaking plane crossina a pair o f le^s of the bearinu eye, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) positioning the max:hine component onto a two-piece split mandrel copiprisms 
huvnii^ u first displaceable n^andrel half a nd a second fixed mandrel h^lf. the first 
mandrel half having an inclined su rface opposite tuul :iCOond mandx'cl hal> eoa 
venical surface of the second ma ndrel half: 

b) subjecting ihe bearing eye to an initial stress in a breajdng direction by foroiiK; 
forcibly displacinCL the first **»^m;.nf]^fi) h^jf relative to the second mandrel haWes* 
i^aHMt; said breaking direction defined by the direction of movement of one 
bearing shell relative to the other bearing shell; 

c) fixing the position of the bearing eye, relative to ene-thefirsLmandrel half on one 
side of the breaking plane by means of adjustable stops, while on the other side of 
the breaking plane the bearing eye is not positionaUy fixed but is held with play 
relative to the ^fhef^ second m andrel half in a longimdinal direction of a shank of 
the machine component; and 

d) driving a wedge which has an inclined sur face and a venical surface_betwecn the 
two mandrel l^alve s ^o that the venica l surface of the wedge is t^uided by the 
vertical surf^e of the second fixed mandrel half and the inclined surfa c e of the 
wed^e slides; on the inclined surface of the firs T nrian4rel half slides in a sliding 
action- to d, the slidmg action forcibly displaci nt^ the first mandrel half relative to 
the second fixed mandrel half and breaking the bearing eye along the b earing 
breaking p lane into the first and second bearing shells so ihax the one bearing shell 
associated with ^h^-fi wd position of the on elkst mandrel half is simultaneously 
spht across a pair of legs from the other bearing shell associated with the etJw» 
second mandrel half and is_moved away from the other bearing shell along the 

oy/yso>54 " - 

U 192035 01 


PAGE 3/7 * RCVD AT 12ff/2004 5:42:33 PM [Eastern Standard 


D9C-0r-2004 17:45 Froni-t5 RECP 2129407049 T-119 P. 004/007 F-279 


breaking directio n relative to the sliding acrion of the inclined surfaces of the 
wedce and the first mandrel half . 

2, (currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein during the breaking of the 
bearing eye, the mandrel half associated with the positionally fixed bearing shell is 
moved away from the other mandrel half itiat is fixed to a frame. 

3, (currently amended) A method according to claim I, wherein during manufacture of the 
machine component, the breaking resistance of the bearing eye is weakened on its inside 
along the breaking plane. 
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